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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 
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I. Basts of the report 

1 . This report has been drawn on the basis of (substitute sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in 
response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to 
the report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. 16 and 70.17).): 
Description, pages: 

1 -34 as originally filed 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
language in which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 
55.2 and/or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the 
international preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in 
the international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence 
listing has been furnished. 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 

5. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been 

considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)): 



Claims, No.: 



1-10 



as originally filed 
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(Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 
report.) - - - - — 



6. Additional observations, if necessary: 



V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Yes: 


Claims 


3,6,7,9 




No: 


Claims 


1,2,4,5,8,10 


Inventive step (IS) 


Yes: 


Claims 






No: 


Claims 


1-10 


Industrial applicability (IA) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-10 




No: 


Claims 





2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 

VII. Certain defects in the international application 

The following defects in the form or contents of the international application have been noted: 
see separate sheet 

VIII. Certain observations on the international application 

The following observations on the clarity of the claims, description, and drawings or on the question whether the 
claims are fully supported by the description, are made: 
see separate sheet 
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Item V: 

The following documents are referred to: 

D1 WO-A-95/34633 

D2 EP-A-0254208 

D3 EP-A-0124815 

D4 WO-A-99/06466 

D5 WO-A-98/11186 

D6 GB-A-21 58080 

D7 EP-A-0343504 

1 . D1 discloses automatic dishwashing compositions comprising "BASF LF 221 " 
(see page 20, formulations 2 and 4) together with a builder and a bleach. BASF LF 221 
is C 13 . 15 alkyl-O-(EO) 9 . 10 (BO) v2 according to the footnote and therefore appears to be 
within both formulae b(i) and b(ii) in present claim 1 . 

D2 (examples 7-10) discloses similar compositions. The surfactants are as 
described in examples 1-3, and include compounds according to present formula b(i) 
and b(ii). 

D3 (examples 2 and 4 read in conjunction with table I on page 7) also discloses 
automatic dishwashing compositions comprising surfactants b(i) and b(ii) and a builder. 

In D4, examples 8, 11, 12 and 14 an ether-capped polyethoxylated alcohol as 
described in example 6 is used in granular automatic dishwashing compositions which 
further comprise builder, bleach, cobalt catalyst, bleach activator and enzyme. 

D5, examples 1-3 discloses compositions similar to those used in D4. 

D6, example 4 and D7, page 5 also appear to be according to present claim 1 , 
alternative b(ii). 

The subject-matter of claims 1 , 2, 4, 5, 8 and 10 does not therefore seem to be 
novel (Article 33(2)). 

2. The features of claims 3, 6 and 9 are obvious modifications in view of D4, pages 
15-19, 24 and 37-38, and similar passages in D5. Claim 7 is not entirely clear for the 
reasons given under Item VIII below. Furthermore, the compounds listed seem to be 
obvious selections from the above-mentioned prior art for which no surprising effect has 
been shown. 

Claims 3, 6, 7 and 9 do not therefore involve an inventive step (Article 33(3)). 
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It mVII: 

1 . "Inches" do not comply with Rule 1 0.1 . 

2. "Incorporated by reference" seems redundant in view of PCT/GL7IPE 11-4.17. 

3. On pages 14 and 16 unpublished documents are referred to (cf. PCT/GUIPE II- 
4.18). 

4. D1-D7 should have been referred to in the description (Rule 5.1(a)(ii)). 
Item VIII: 

1 . From claim 1 it appears that surfactant b(i) consists of successive blocks of EO, 
optionally PO, and finally BO as a capping block. However four formulae in claim 7 
show either alkyl-PO-EO-BO or alkyl-BO-EO-BO, which thus appear inconsistent with 
claim 1 . 

Similarly, it appears from that surfactant b(ii) is a double-capped polyalkylene 
glycol where the alkoxy group has 2-6 carbon atoms. There is no indication in claim 1 
that the polyalkoxy group can be a mixture of different alkoxy units, but the penultimate 
formula in claim 7 shows a mixture of EO and PO. 

In view of these inconsistencies, claims 1 and 7 are not clear (Article 6). 

2. On page 3, last paragraph it is stated that the invention relates to butoxy capped 
surfactants, but surfactant b(ii) includes no such restriction. Furthermore, noting that 
the R 2 group of b(ii) is optionally hydroxy-substituted, it appears possible for b(ii) to be 
uncapped. Further clarification is necessary. 

3. The definition of *X/Y number" on page 6 should be included in claim 1 for the 
sake of clarity (PCT/GUIPE III-4.2). 

4. Some occurrences of "about" on pages 2-4 are inconsistent with claim 1 . The 
same applies to "optionally" on page 9. 

5. The figures 99.9% and 95% at the foot of page 1 2 do not seem possible, as claim 
1 requires a minimum of 5.1% builder and surfactant. 
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